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Riverside County Local Child Care and Development Planning Council

In 1992, the State of California created a Local Child Care and Development Planning Council in every
county to assess child care needs, as set forth in Assembly Bill 2141. Riverside County LPC was
appointed to be under the auspices of the Riverside County Child Care Consortium by the Riverside
County Board of Supervisors and the Riverside County Superintendent of Schools.

The RCCCC supports the Local Planning Council by ensuring the LPC meets the mandates set forth by
the State of California. The LPC is mandated to develop a Child Care Needs Assessment minimally
every five years, providing current and relevant information to the California Department of
Education (CDE).

The LPC, as a part of the Riverside County Child Care Consortium (RCCCC), follows the Mission and
Vision of the Consortium:

Mission Statement:

To provide advocacy and resources in the establishment and support of quality, affordable, and
accessible child care services for children and families in Riverside County through community
partnerships.

Vision:
All children and families will have access to quality, affordable child care services.

Riverside County Child Care Needs Assessment

The Local Child Care and Development Planning Council (LPC) conducted the Child Care Needs
Assessment in order to gather data and interpret the same as it has an impact upon the availability,
guality and sustainability of child care services in Riverside County. The LPC recognizes the conditions
of poverty, unemployment, commute times and other factors that make it difficult for parents, child
care providers and children to get the most out of the system. The LPC focus of the resulting Strategic
Plan is based upon identified needs which the LPC membership and child care professionals can and
will do to improve the quality, availability and sustainability of child care.

The LPC cannot change poverty, but what it can do is work to improve the quality of child care at
every level so that all children in Riverside County are receiving a solid foundation that will lead to
school readiness and allow parents to return or remain in the workforce. Long-term studies show
that quality child care programs decrease future negative outcomes for children and increases the
quality of life for all citizens and reduces government spending.

Families with two children in a child care center spend thirty-seven percent (37%) of a family’s
median income, which is equal to or more than a family’s housing costs. In addition, with the increase
of minimum wage many families are no longer eligible to receive child care assistance. This creates a
huge gap in services for many families in Riverside County.




Strategic Plan for Quality Child Care in Riverside County

The data collected and analyzed from the Child Care Needs Assessment became the LPC’s rationale
for the Strategic Plan for child care in Riverside County. The LPC decided that the 2015-2020 Strategic
Plan will focus upon the following areas where LPC can have the greatest positive impact:

Need #3 Stabilize Supply of
Quality Child Development
Programs

Strategies:

- Business Practices
- Marketing

- Fund Development
- Best Practices

- Advocacy

Need #1 Foster Quality in Child
Development Programs

Strategies:

- Staff Training

- Staff Education

- Quality Rating Improvement
System (QRIS)

- Accreditation

- Family Involvement

- Advocacy

Strategic
Plan

Need #2 Promote Affordable
& Accessible Child Care

Strategies:

- Increase Consumer Awareness
- Increase Funding Sources

- Facilities Development

- Advocacy




Riverside County Adult and Children Population

The Press Enterprise reported that as of July, 2014, Riverside County became the 10"
largest county in population in the United States. !

Riverside County population continues to grow, and it is the fourth largest county in both
population and geographic size. 2 Birth rates have decreased slightly while migration into
Riverside County continues due to more affordable housing than Orange, Los Angeles and
San Diego counties. The young adult and senior adult populations are still growing.

Riverside County Adult and Children Popluation

B Total Population B Child Population 0-13 years

2,248,311 2,264,173 2,294,333

496,853 491,178 488,668
(22%) (22%) (21%)




Riverside County Child Population by Language

The high number of children who enter school without English proficiency means that
Riverside County must have child development services that teach English proficiency so all
children are ready to learn as they enter school.

The data collected shows that of the forty-one percent (41%) of children with a home
language other than English, thirty-nine percent (39%) are entering school without English
proficiency.® Although K-12 children are on a path to acquire bilingual skills that will be a
lasting advantage, there is a greater need to learn English proficiency skills prior to entering
the K-12 system.

2013 Child Home
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Riverside County Licensed Child Care Capacity

In 2014, there were 46,324 licensed child care spaces, which is only sixteen percent (16%) of
actual need for child care for working parents. This new data shows an overall decrease of
seventeen percent (17%) of child care capacity in the last five (5) years which is the largest
decrease in Riverside County in recent history. * The challenge is to have enough quality
child care spaces for the working parents in Riverside County.

Riverside County’s population continues to grow; however, the number of child care centers
and family child care homes has decreased significantly in the past five (5) years due to the
economic downturn. In 2010, there were 387 child care centers with a capacity of 33,224. At
the end of 2014, there were only 355 centers with a capacity of 30,223. That is a loss of
thirty-two (32) centers representing a capacity loss of 3,001 spaces. ° There was also a loss of
751 family child care homes representing a capacity loss of 6,376 spaces. Riverside County
has been ranked at the bottom of all California counties in supply/demand for child care for
many years. This new data validates the difficulty for working families to find licensed child
care in Riverside County.

Licensed Centers

Number
of Sites

Infant
Capacity

Preschool
Capacity

School Age
Capacity

Total
Capacity

Increased/
Decreased

387

2,056

25,135

6,033

33,224

355

1,813

22,667

5,743

30,223

Licensed Family Child Care Homes

Number of Sites

All Ages Capacity

Total
Capacity

Increased/
Decreased

2,345

22,477

22,477

1,594

16,101

16,101




Licensed Child Care Supply

There are over 262,957 children ages 0-12 years with parents in the workforce, yet there are only
46,324 licensed spaces. ® That equates to roughly eighty-two percent (82%) of the working families
not having a licensed child care space available to them in Riverside County.

The California Department of Social Services, Community Care Licensing, shows 46,324 licensed child
care spaces in family child care homes and child care centers in Riverside County. ' Approximately
forty-seven percent (47%) of these spaces are used by Federal, State, and local subsidized programs:
Head Start and Early Head Start, Migrant Head Start, Department of Public Social Services, California
Department of Education, and First 5 Riverside. 8 The remaining fifty-three percent (53%) of the spaces
are utilized by private paying families in both centers and family child care homes. There are
approximately ten percent (10%) fewer licensed spaces for working families. Since Riverside County
still ranks near the bottom of all California counties for child care supply/demand, it is even harder now
for working families to find licensed quality child care.

2014 Utilization of Licensed Child Care

Spaces

Early Head Private Pay
Start 53%

%

Migrant Head
Start
1%
DPSS 5%
First 5 Riverside

3%
Head Start

7%
CA Dept of Ed
30%

2014 Supply/Demand for Child Care
Spaces

Child Care
Spaces
18%

Children
Needing Child
Care
82%




Riverside County Cost of Child Care

Knowing that approximately eighty-two percent (82%) of the working families in Riverside County
do not have a licensed child care space available to them; working families often settle for
non-licensed child care since it is half the cost of a licensed child care center. ® Parents frequently
have to choose affordability over quality child care.

The Regional Market Rate (RMR) is the highest amount reimbursed for a child care space through the
State of California subsidized child care programs. 19 The State of California will only reimburse child
care programs their established child care rates up to the RMR. The RMR is set for child care centers,
family child care homes, and non-licensed care (usually provided by family members or neighbors).
The Average Rates are based on the highest and lowest rates charged to private-paying clients. " The
cost of child care has increased but not as much as inflation, and many working families cannot afford
to pay for quality child care. As shown on the chart below, two children in a child care center can cost
thirty-seven percent (37%) of a family’s median income. This amount is usually equal to or more than
the family’s housing costs. That can leave less than thirty percent (30%) of the family’s total income
for all other expenses (food, utilities, medical costs, taxes, clothing, car expenses, insurance, etc.).

Licensed Centers

RMR

Weekly

Monthly

Average Rates

Weekly

Monthly

0-2 years

$302

$1,072

0-2 years

$235

$903

3-5years

$247

$755

3-5 years

$188

$611

6-13 years

$174

$584

6-13 years

$141

$459

For example, it takes 37% of a family’s median income to pay for the cost of 1 infant and 1
preschooler in a child care center.

Licensed Family Child Care Homes

RMR

Weekly

Monthly

Average Rates

Weekly

Monthly

0-2 years

$162

$654

0-2 years

$168

$692

3-5 years

$154

$612

3-5 years

$154

$645

6-13 years

$139

$552

6-13 years

$140

$595

preschooler in a family child care home.

For example, it takes 29% of a family’s median income to pay for the cost of 1 infant and 1

Non-Licensed Child Care

RMR

Weekly

Monthly

0-2 years

597

$392

3-5 years

$92

$367

6-13 years

$82

$331

For example, it takes 17% of a family’s median income to pay for the cost of 1

infant and 1 preschooler in non-licensed child care.

8




Eligibility/Waiting List (RCOE)

The need for subsidized child care in Riverside County continues to be very high. Families
must wait months or years for funding to become available, and due to state regulations,
families with the lowest income must be served first.

There is a great need for assisting working families with the cost of child care in Riverside
County. The State of California assists eligible families through subsidized child care
programs. The chart below represents the Riverside County Office of Education’s (RCOE)
subsidized child care eligibility/waiting list. It is an example of the number of children waiting
for subsidized child care in Riverside County.

2014 Eligibility/Waiting List (RCOE) 2
o Infant/Toddler
0-2 Years
508
(9%)

School Age
6-13 Years
2,440
(45%)

Preschoolers
2-5 Years
2,502
(46%)




Riverside County Population by Race/Ethnicity

It is important to understand the race/ethnicity demographics of the county to ensure that
children receive culturally appropriate child development services and that centers have staff
who speak the language of those they serve. In addition, advocacy by and for working families
is needed to meet the race/ethnicity requirements of the region. Access to affordable, quality
child care is vital to the economic stability of Riverside County.

Riverside County has a very rich cultural heritage with a diverse population representing many
races and ethnicities. The Hispanic/Latino population continues to grow both through births and
migration due to economic affordability. The Hispanic/Latino median age is 26.9 years as
compared to the aging White population with a median age of 47.5 years. The African-American
population has a slight decrease in numbers and also has an aging population with a median age
34.9 years. The Asian population remains about the same and has an aging population with a
median age of 38.6 years. The Multi-Racial population has a very young median age of 20.3 years
due to it being a newer category and used mostly by school children and young adults. 13

2014 Riverside County Population by Race/Ethnicity

American Indian Multi-Racial/Other
5% 2.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander
6%

African-American
6%

Hispanic/Latino
47%




Riverside County Population by Child Race/Ethnicity and Age

Child care and development programs in Riverside County need to provide culturally
appropriate environments to the children they serve, so they are prepared to enter the K-12
system ready to learn.

There is a substantial difference between the total population of Riverside County by
race/ethnicity and the child population by race/ethnicity. As shown on the pie chart on the
previous page and the graph below, the difference between the numbers shown for the White
and Hispanic/Latino adult and child population(*) is dramatic.'* Even though the other groups
have much smaller numbers, the difference between the total population and child
population* is still significant. The numbers below show the Hispanic/Latino and Multi-
Racial/Other populations have a much higher child population than the total population and
also reflect the aging populations with the White, African-American, and Asian groups. =

Comparison of Total Population to Children Population

White

Hispanic/
Latino

African-
American

Asian/
Pacific
Islander

American
Indian

Multi-
Racial/
Other

Total
Population

*38%

*47%

6%

6%

5%

*2.5%

Children
0-14 Years

*25.2%

*60.3%

5.4%

4.5%

A%

*4.2%

2014 Riverside County Child Population By Ethnicity/Race

White

Hispanic/
Latino

African-
American

Asian-
American/
Pacific
Islander

American
Indian/
Alaskan
Native

Multi-
Racial/
Other

Ages 0-4

39,240

89,610

7,698

6,862

633

7,363

Ages 5-9

40,044

101,760

9,044

7,302

733

6,690

Ages 10-14

43,753

103,056

9,703

7,846

769

6,557

Child
Population

123,037

294,426

26,445

22,010

2,135

20,610




Riverside County Families Receiving Public Assistance

CalWORKs defines a family as self-sufficient once they are off cash aid due to employment
which is often just slightly above minimum wage. True self-sufficiency does not mean "just
getting a job"; it means getting a job at a living wage which is 2 to 3 times more than
minimum wage. A family that is self-sufficient by CalWORKs definition cannot afford the
child care costs needed to sustain employment. Therefore, the Local Child Care and
Development Planning Council must advocate for adequate child care subsidies for families
transitioning to true self-sufficiency.

In 2013-2014, there was a sixteen percent (16%) overall increase of people receiving public
assistance in three categories: CalWORKs/cash aid, Medi-Cal, and CalFresh/food stamps. The
largest increase was in Medi-Cal due to the new mandated enrollment in a health insurance
program. Many families, who did not previously have health insurance but didn’t want to be a
Medi-Cal participant (public assistance), are now enrolled in either Medi-Cal or Covered
California. Riverside County’s unemployment rate decreased to just under nine percent (8.7%),
so fewer people in 2014 needed CalWORKs/cash aid. The increase in requests for
CalFresh/food stamps continues to grow parallel to the population growth. *°

CalWORKS/Cash Aid Medi-Cal CalFresh/Food Stamps

Case Loads | 2011 - 2013 - Increase/ | 2011 - 2013 - Increase/ | 2011 - 2013 - Increase/
2012 2014 Decrease 2012 2014 Decrease 2012 2014 Decrease

All 134,179 | 126,451 -9% 399,415 | 519,035 +23% 367,076 | 399,531 +9%
Recipients

Children 79,082 75,633 -9.5% 168,557 | 200,189 +16% 156,135 | 162,821 +5%
0-13 Years




Riverside County Abused, Neglected, or At-Risk Children

In Riverside County, there is an increased need for providing training to child
development professionals working with abused, neglected and at-risk children. These
trainings need to include: support for families in crisis; proper procedures to identify and
report cases; and how to provide resources and related materials.

In 2013, the Department of Public Social Services received 35,673 reported cases of abused,
neglected, or at-risk children in Riverside County; representing a seven percent (7%)
increase from the prior year. Of these reported cases, 6,367 were substantiated which
represents a three percent (3%) increase from 2012. Thirty-five percent (35%) of the
substantiated cases were first time entries which is nine percent (9%) higher than 2012.

A total of 2,837 children or forty-five percent (45%) of the substantiated cases were placed
in foster care, which is a six percent (6%) increase from 2012. o




Riverside County Children Enrolled in Special Education

Parents of children with special needs often find it difficult to find quality child care with
appropriately trained staff. There is a great need in the child development community for
on-going staff training to serve children with special needs.

The California Department of Education (CDE) identifies thirteen (13) categories of disability.
In Riverside County, the five (5) categories with the highest enrollment are: Speech and
Language Impairment; Specific Learning Disability; Autism; Other Health Impairment; and
Mental Retardation (now called Intellectual Disability). Between years 2010-2012 there was a
nine percent (9%) increase in enrollment in special education, with the highest percentage of
increase, twenty-three percent (23%), in the Autism category. The graph below shows the
Riverside County Special Education enrollment for children ages 0-13 years. *

In Riverside County, first responders need to understand the possible reactions that range
from lack of communication, to no touching, to fear of lights and sounds, and other
behaviors.

Children Enrolled in Special Education 2012

27,112




CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

California Department of Education programs: State funded programs serve eligible children in a variety of
program types: State Preschool serves eligible children ages 3-5 in half day and full day center-base programs;
General Child Care serves eligible children ages 0 to 13 in both centers and family child care homes; Alternative
Payment serves eligible children ages 0 to 13 in private centers and family child care homes; and with
license-exempt providers; Stage 2 and Stage 3 child care serves eligible families who have transitioned off
CalWORKSs Stage 1.

Department of Public Social Services programs: Stage 1 child care serves eligible children ages 0 to 13 years
whose parents are on CalWORKs (TANF cash aid).

Early Head Start: Federally funded programs that serve eligible infants and toddlers in center-base programs.

First 5 Riverside: State and local funding that serves children ages 0 to 5 in private centers, licensed family
child care homes and school district programs.

Head Start: Federally funded programs that serve eligible children ages 3 to 5 in half day and full day center-
base programs. These include home-based programs.

Licensed Exempt Care: Individuals who provide child care for one family, in addition to their own children
(often a friend, family member, or neighbor).

Migrant Head Start: Federally funded programs that serve eligible infants and toddlers in center-base
programs.

Private Pay: All privately-operated licensed centers and licensed family child care homes located in Riverside
County.
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